
In this commentary, Dr. Dwernychuk highlights in RED the topics or comments to which he is 
responding: 
 
TCDD lives only for several hours in sunlight and exists in the everyday environment. 
  
We (Hatfield Consultants) have data from our field investigations which counters the first part 
of this ridiculous statement. We sampled soils in ploughed field in the A Luoi Valley, the A Shau 
Valley named so during the war. These fields were turned over and exposed to the blazing sun 
for weeks approximately three times per year. We detected TCDD in these ploughed field 
samples. Please ask Mr. Sampsel to provide unequivocal field data confirming his contention 
that TCDD lives for only several hours. His statement is blatantly untrue.  
  
Mr. Sampsel appears to be confused, I believe, regarding TCDD and the term ‘dioxin’. TCDD is 
the most stable form of the dioxin family because of the positioning of the chlorine molecule on 
the two benzene rings … these being the 2,3,7,8 positions. The term ‘dioxin’ has been used as a 
catch all term for dioxins, in general, and even refers to the TCDD molecule as well as the 
penta-, hexa-, hepta-, and octa- dioxins which are of a lower toxicity factor and not as 
persistent in the environment as TCDD itself. Dioxins, using the generic term, may exist in the 
environment yes; however, the TCDD molecule is unique in that it does not exist naturally. It is 
the product of, for example, uncontrolled thermal manipulations during the manufacture of the 
herbicide 2,4,5-T, one of the two components of Agent Orange. Incineration of materials can 
result in the release of dioxins, but the release of just TCDD alone would not occur … the octa-
dioxins, for example, would be the primary result of burning/incineration. The release of the 
other dioxins can result from other industrial processes. 
  
After their use in Vietnam, C-123s were distributed to Reserve units. 
  
I take strong issue with Dr. Young’s statement and the VA’s position that the C-123’s were not 
contaminated. A panel of 12-13 scientist from the US and Canada all agreed there was 
contamination of these spray planes. The response of the VA was that because the ‘scientists’ 
were not ‘medical doctors’, the strong opinions of the 12-13 scientists were set aside and 
ignored … an absolutely asinine response. Medical doctors are NOT scientist trained in the 
scientific method, they simply ‘describe’ and ‘diagnose’ an event. Dr. Young is blatantly biased 
and in my opinion and has no credibility in the matters of Agent Orange and particularly 
exposure. Why did he recommend these C-123’s be destroyed? Obviously, to prevent further 
more comprehensive/systematic sampling and analyses. One aspect of anything Dr. Young says 
is the separation of the term Agent Orange (this being the mixture of two herbicides) and any 
comments he makes regarding its presence or lack thereof. By this I mean that perhaps ‘Agent 
Orange’, per se, in the ‘mixed format’ (2,4-D and 2,4,5-T) may not have been present, 
however,  even without the presence of 2,4-C, TCDD would also be  present. So with a play on 
words and semantics, Dr. Young can claim Agent Orange may not be  present and thereby 
skirting the possibility of contamination with TCDD solely as a result of 2,4,5-T that may be on 
any given site.  
  



Okinawa 
  
I examined the situation in Okinawa. I am convinced that at the very least 2,4,5-T was present 
with its TCDD component. Perhaps the mixture of Agent Orange, per se, may not have been 
there, however that alone does not eliminate the potential for the toxic TCDD to be present in 
the local environment. One does not need, in other words, Agent Orange to transfer TCDD to 
the local environment. Dr. Young says he examined all manifestos for Agent Orange shipments 
and found no AGENT ORANGE. But did he also search out shipments of 2,4,5-T the carrier of 
TCDD??? 
  
Panama Canal Zone (PCZ) 
  
I was asked to assist in the efforts of a wife of a Veteran who served in the PCZ. She published a 
book on her findings. Here is another example of NO SHIPMENTS OF AGENT ORANGE TO THE 
PCZ but there were shipments of 2,4,5-T … along with TCDD. It does not matter if Agent Orange 
was shipped or not, what matters is WAS 2,4,5-T SHIPPED … and the answer is YES. 
  
The book … https://www.amazon.com/Travels-Orange-other-
toxins/dp/1520521626/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1499314362&sr=8-
1&keywords=the+travels+of+orange+by+donna+tornoe  
  
That’s about all I can say on this matter, other than there must be a genuine reckoning of Dr. 
Young’s involvement in any of the VA deliberations addressing contaminant exposure and 
health issues regarding your Veterans. His biased position in my estimation is not serving the 
best interests of those who served your country with honour and distinction … his positions 
have harmed lives and will continue to do so without taking stock of his intent and obfuscations 
on what was materials were shipped and what was not shipped to various outposts. 
  
Wayne 
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